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A ccord ing  to  the W orld  Health  O rgan ization , there are over 314 m illio n  

b lin d  and  v isua lly  im pa ired  persons in the w orld , 90 percent o f  w hom  live  in 

deve lop ing  countries. B ut on ly  54 countries have  lim ita tion  and  exception  

clauses in  their copyright law s  that can  specia lly  provide  braille , large print 

etc. for the visua lly  im pa ired  persons. In  this context, the “book  fam ine” 

remains  a reality  because less than  5 percent o f  the books  pub lished  every 

year in  the w orld  are availab le  in formats accessible to visua lly  im paired  

persons. Everyone  has the right to  freedom  o f  expression and  to  d issem ination  

o f  in fo rm ation  and  thought beyond  the national boundary. Even  so, there is 

still a strong  barrier to prevent the v isua lly  im pa ired  persons from  accessing 

to the works  and  the obstacle  acts as a fetter that bans them  from  en joy ing  

culture  and  tak ing  part in a society. W e  are faced w ith  the pitiab le  reality.

It is w elcom e  that the new  solu tion  in  the fie ld  o f  copyright was tried to 

address such  a book  fam ine. In  a city  o f  M arrakesh  o f  M orocco , on June  27 

2013 , the W o rld  In te llectual Property O rgan iza tion  and  its M em ber  States 

adopted  the “ M arrakesh  Treaty to Facilitate  Access to  Published  W orks  for 

Persons w ho  are B lind , V isua lly  Im paired, or Otherw ise  Print D isab led .” The 

goal o f  this  treaty is to im prove  the copyright system  by  e lim ina ting  the 

barriers in  order to ensure equal access to works  for v isua lly  im paired  persons 

com pared  to  norm al persons. W ith  this treaty adopted, w e  can  anticipate  the 

im provem ent o f  reading  environm ent for the v isua lly  im pa ired  persons and  the 

fac ilita tion  o f  cross-border exchange  o f  the materials  am ong  countries using  

the same language.

157



계간 저작권 2013 겨울호

This paper is designed  to review  the background  on  w hich  this Marrakesh  

Treaty was adopted  and  to consider the im portance  o f  this treaty as the first 

treaty concerning  lim ita tions  and  exceptions in the fie ld  o f  copyright. In  

add ition , it takes a look  at the m ain  contents in c lud ing  beneficiary  persons, 

the range o f  works, national law  lim ita tion  and  exception, cross-border 

exchange, the re lationship  between  techno log ica l measure, 3-step test and  the 

treaty. In  conclus ion, it is a im ed  at fin d ing  our  counterplan  in  connection  w ith  

the im p lem entation  o f  this  treaty.

Keywords

W IP O ,  M arrakesh  Treaty, V isua lly  Im paired  Person, A uthorized  Entity, 

Accessib le  Form at, Technolog ical Measure, 3 Step  Test, L im ita tion  and  

Exception, Berne C onvention , W C T , W PPT , T RIPs

D irec to r, C u ltu re  and  Trade  T eam , M in is try  o f  C u ltu re , Sports  and  

T ou rism

158


